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EDITORIAL,..o.» 

The prospect of launching a London Postal History Group rather resembles 
that which must face a hungry schoolboy locked overnight in the tuck-shop, 
the only problem being just where to start» From the response to the 
original proposal it is quite apparent that interests ränge across the 
whole spectrumj, with an interesting strength in the post-adhesive period, 
stimulated no doubt by the monumental effort of Leon Dubus. Despite this 
very welcome addition, there is still much ground to be explored, not the 
least being the HISTORY aspect, as distinct from the POSTMARK. 

The Editor"s own "collection" consists of odds and ends garnered over the 
years, has little shape or substance and will only be offered as the 'clay1 
at which those with the knowledge can loose off well chosen shot. However, 
by spending the odd hour or three in Post Office Records, it is hoped to 
contribute the occasional nugget of original material. As for the bulk of 
" Notebook " contents, this will depend on the time and care Group members 
can afforde The all too often vain hope of a page from every one interested, 
is one this Editor does not entertain but the prospect of dashing off a 
page or two every three monthg, the internal at which it is hoped to publieh, 
should not prove too daunting» 

For the balance of material, slight and/or serious plagiarism will be in-
dulged in„ without too many qualm» since very Willing ackowledgement will 
be made whenever possible,, The only excuse for this type of activity is 
the wide scatter of Information which can be gleaned from the general 
Philatelie press, coupled with the difficulty in securing your page or two! 
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Having beaten that favorite editorial drum, it ia not proposed to repeat 
the exercise - and that is a promise', 

Some of this first edition will be taken up with random thoughts on the 
scope of the Group, by way of providing a ball to be kicked around at the 
inaugural meeting; the first of a series of abstracts from the P.K.G.'s 
Reports relating to London; odd London postmarks in the Editor's so-called 
collect.ion and a look at some auction results, 

One last Editorial note„ Despite modern English usage, the non-U spelling 
of words such as favor, color etc» may be noted. This is not an American 
influenae, for as anyone who has cause to inspect old documents can confirm; 
non-U was thought good enough for the various titled P.M.G.s, to say noth-
ing of Ormond Hill«. 

-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O-

WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT? 

The number of times I have come across a postmark or reference and wanted 
to learn more, only to find yet another case of little or no information 
in such reference books I have» With such a vaste postal area as London, 
there can be few collectors of either stamps or postmarks who do not have 
a London mark of some sort and who have the aame difficulty, 

It was with no little surprise I found a London P.H» Group not amongst 
those present and with tongue in cheek, proposed the formation of such an 
Organisation, The need has become very apparent from the enquiries received 
- not so much in the number, but with several examples of much time and 
care lavished on a research project, only to find another Publishing just 
a month before the results can be finalised. 

This brings me to what I regard as a prime reason for forming the Group. 
The urgent need to let London Postal Historians know who is researching 
what, to solicit aid and information, and to revise previously published 
information - be it merely to challenge one assertion with anotherl 

Almost as a bye product comes the second objective, to give quick access 
to information on London PH to those who want to know and by way of fusing 
these two, to give anyone interested a fuller enjoyment and appreciation 
of the 3ubjecte 

One important question already put is the defining of the geographical 
limits of the subjeet. My initial inclination is to regard the area of 
the London Postal Region plus associated areas served by the Region. As 
to the time span, this is surely from pre-Bishop to the latest phosphor 
codings and ,as already indicated, interest has been expressed spanning 
these several hundred yearsc 

Quite how to cover this huge ränge with any degree of thoroughness is, to 
put it mildly, quite a problem. Apart from the publication of member's 
solo efforts, the method by the East Anglia Study Circle of all members 
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bringing material to meetingsf no matter how trivial, to support a partic-
ular study session* 

For example, we might consider over the Coming year....«,, 

1e The London Twopenny Post» 

2, The Inland Branch/Office» 

3« Machine Cancellations. 

4» The Years to 1800, 

Each would be fully reported in " Kotebock not only to record the meet-
ing for those who attended but, more important, for the members who will 
no doubt be drawn fron all over the U,K„ and overseas, 

Organisation of the Group must be considered and suggested rules are given 
on the following pages. As can be seent Officers and Committee have been 
kept to a reasonable size and it may well be most practicable to have the 
first period of each füll meeting a3 & committee meeting, with all present 
taking part. Membership of the BFA has considerable advantages, not the 
least being the opportunity of publicity. 

The first meeting of the Group, which will be at the Great Northern Hotel 
Kings Gross on Saturday February 27th from 2 p.m.„ will allow a füll dis-
cusaion of these and other pointa. 

By way of an initial study session, material relating to the London 
District Post will be considered and everyone in invited to bring along 
whatever they have on this» 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-

The Great Northern Hotel is just outside Kings Cross and .is linlced by tube 
and bus to all other main line stations. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o~ o-o-o-o-o-o«o-=o-o~o-o-o-o-o-

MATERIAL FOR SÄLE»„ 

London District Offices,„ „ „ NE and S on 1d* Stars and Plates at 6d each 
enquiries to,..,Mr. R„ Levy, 23 Seiborne Way9 

Angmering on Sea, 
Sussexc 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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DRAFT RULES 
Name 
1. The Organisation shall be called the London Postal History Group. 
Objects 
2e The purpose for which the Group is formed is the promotion of the 

study of London Postal History, 
Membership 
3. Hembers may be of the following classes; 

(a) Ordinary Kembers, who shall be those interested in London Postal 
History and OYer 18 years of age. 

(b) Associate Members, who shall be those interested in London Postal 
History but under 18 years of age. 

Elections 
4. Applications for membership must be to the Secretary and on receipt of 

such application, the Secretary may refer the same to the Committee, 
who shall then decide whether or not to admit the applicant to 
membership. 

Resignation 
5» Any member may resign from the Group by giving one months notice in 

writing to the Secretary and shall upon the date of such notice cease 
to be entitled to the benefits of such membership but shall, however, 
remain liable for any unpaid subscriptions or other dues owing to the 
Group* 

Termination 
6. The Committee shall, in their absolute discretion, have the power to 

terminate the membership of and member and such decision shall take 
effect from the date of despatch, by ordinary post, to the member at 
his la3t known address, of their decision. 

Subscriptions 
7. The subscription to be paid shall be fixed by the members at the 

Annual General Meeting but until they otherwise determine, Ordinary 
Menbers shall pay £1.25 per annum and Associate Kembers £0.75 per annum. 
Such subscriptions shall fall due upon first joining and in subsequent 
years upon the first day after the Annual General Meeting. 
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8. Subscriptions shall be paid to the Hon» Treasurer, who shall report 
to the Committee the name of any mernber who is three months in arrears. 

Management. 
9. The management of the Group shall be vested in a Committee, which shall 

consist of the Honorary Officers„ who are the Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
a Secretary, a Treasurer and three Ordinary Members* The services of 
all these shall be honorary. 
All the Officers and all the members of the Committee shall retire 
each year and those to fill up their places shall be elected at the 
Annual General Meeting each year. All members of the Committee shall 
be eligible for re-election. 

10» The Seeretary shall convene all meetings of the Group and shall keep 
regulär Minutes of the proceedings both of General Meetings and of 
Comniittees and Sub-Committee Meetings„ He shall also keep an up-to-
date roll of members,, together with their addresses. 

11. The Treasurer shall apply for the Annual subscriptions and other dues 
which may be owing to the Group and on receiving the same shall be 
responaible for aeknowledging the receipt and proper disposal of the 
moneyc He shall under the authority of the Committee„ discharge all 
the aecounts and the Annual General Meeting each year submit & State-
ment of receipt® and payments for the last financial year. 

12„ The Committee shall be responsible for the proper custody of the 
property of the Group. 

15. The Committee shall have the power to fix their own quorum but until 
otherwise decidedj, the quorum shall be four. 

14o The Committee may,, at their discretion, arrange for such services to 
be given to members of the Group as they may consider desirablep 
including the establishment and provision of a lending library9 
exchange club packets„ or any other facility and they shall further 
have power to make rules and regulations for the Operations of these 
services. 

15. An Annual General Meeting shall be held once in every year and 
included in the business of any such meetingj, a financial statement 
should be presented by the Treasurers followed by the elction of 
Officers and of the Committee of Management. 
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16. An Extra-Ordinary Meeting may be called by the Committee and/or any 
seven members acting together who shall submit items for discussion 
to the Secretary. 

17« The Secretary shall give fourteen day's notice in writing to each 
meinber of the Group of the intention to hold any Annual General Meeting 
or Extra-Ordinary Meeting. 

18. Unless otherwise decided by the members in Annual General Meeting, the 
quorum necessary for the transaction of business at an Annual General 
Meeting shall be seren, or 2 5 o f the paid up membership, whichever is 
the lesser. 

Alteration of Rules. 
19. No alteration of these Rules shall be made, except at an Annual 

General Meeting or at an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting specifically 
called for that purpose, The proposed alterations shall be clearly 
set out in the notice convening the meeting. 

—o—o~o—o-o—o-o-o—o-o—o-o-o—o-o—o—o—o-o—o—o—o-
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LAIE FEE OR NOT? 

In common with rao3t modern authorities, i/festley in his 1 Postal Canoell-
ation3 of Lonson ! attributes the upright oval 13 as 
undoubtedly used for c-ancelling late fee letters * -
adding with commendable caution..'and possibly other 
odd jobs*. 

Recently I purchaaed .an entire dated 30t.h« Kay, 1862 
bearing two 1d. Stars, each cancelled with 13 and with-
out more thought I made the note ' late fee However, 
the London backstamp in BLUE of the same date as given 
by the writer of the letter plus the St, Columb arrival mark of 31 st. May 
gives ground for speculation. 

According to Stitt Dibden *, Blue Cresswells were used for KORNTNG duty, 
but just to confuse me further, this example, this example was not the 
typical -§""' Cresswell, but 1l/l6ths„ - a size not mentioned by any author 
read on the subject of the Cresswell postmark. 

However, on the basi3 cf Blue being used for A.K., why was 
the entire franked with 2d» - there being no indication 
inside of extra, weight - and stamped with the 13 1 late fee 
hand stamp which must relate to an evening posting? 

I have not yet had the opportunity of researching the matter in P„0. Records 
and would appreciate any Information readers might have on the subject of 
colored time signals and the 11/16" against the 10/16" circle. 

* Stamp Collecting» May 31 st.» 1963 

—o—0—0—0—0=0—0—0—0—0—0—0—o—o—0—0—0—0—0—0—0— 

SÜB OFFICE STAMPING. 0 C 0 O • 
In 1859, Mr. Boucher» Head of the Inland Office 3taff» auggested the dis-
continuance of stamping letters at the London District Receiving Bouses. 
On September 6th„ of the same year, Rowland Hill reported that he agreed 
with the proposal and added. 
" As far as the Public are concerned, I believe 
they will scarcely miss that stamp, and no com- r 1 . 
plaints are» therefore» likely to be made; and ^JTcP/ S" "J Tt/\ 
as regards the Department» the dated stamps used (l^n^A 
at the District Offices„ will be a sufficient 
clue in tracing the eourse of a letter. " 
The Minute ( 443l/59) to which the report refers 
quotes the experience of various postmasters in 
discontinuing backstamping» and concluded with Osss) 
a reference to 1 the stamping päd invented by 
Mr. Cresswell 5 »** 

** Stamp Collecting» May 31st.» 1963» Vl.G. Stitt Dibden. 

Gr 3-^-S - I n n 
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G r a y s - l n f ! 
On March 3rd0i, 1860 Hill reported the success 
of the experiinent and the practice of stamping 
letters at all sub-offices at which date stamps (lastA 
were not used was diseontinued with effect from ' 
March 6th* 

The London Receiving House stamps provide a delightful study and include 
a wide ränge of lettering and eolors, the three examples from Grays Inn 
shown above being just one small sample of the ränge, 

The item dated 1Qth„ April 1849 is cancelled with the Inland Office diamond 
the other two being cancelled by London District Post 72 and 76 respectively» 

This is a most fruitful field for study and perhaps could be the subject 
for a study session at a future meeting of the Group» 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o~o-o-o-o-

WHAT THE AUCTIONS TELL<,„„,„. 

As one with a Singular lack of suceess at auctions, the chief adyantage in 
sporting a few pounds a year for auction catalogues and price lists lies in 
the Information which may be had9 both as to hitherto ' unrecorded ' items 
and prices realised« 

Sobson Lowe's catalogues command great respect as works of reference if 
nothing eise. This is not to decry the value of the duplieated list 
received from others, but these operate in a lower key which often offer 
Single items ( just as welll )» 

In the hope that others will be able to contributej, this first offering is 
made and will, it is hopedj, have something of interest for nearly everyone. 

12tho November, 1969. 
Lot. Description Valuation Realisation 
1184 1794 E.Lo to Bolzano showing " NORWICH" and the 

London experimenial oetagonal framed "POST/PAID" 
dos.*** £20 £20 

1186 1799 EoLo both to the same address in Bolzano 
one with "MANCHESTER" and the other with circular 
"LEEDS", both showing the scarce London c.d.s, 
surmounted by "PAID™ and^ on the reverse, c.d.s, 
"FOREIGN-OFFICE" for Nos. "41" and "73" **to*** £15 £21 

1194 1772 EoL„ to Highgate showing Dockwra type 
"PENNl/POST/PAID"** to *** and 1794 B. to 
Westminster with "POST/PATD/PANYw*, the first 
also shows circular time mark. £ 7 £ 9 
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Lot« Description Valuation Realisation 

14th. January, 1970 

1394 1710-69 E.L« each showing, on the reverse, 
Bishop Mark and circular framed receivers 
"FR™ (2) /'BE'* and "IB",** to ***<4) £10 £13 

1409 1773 EoL. showing "PATD/PENT/POST" ** to *** 
of Temple Office, also circular time mark 
& unframed "DAVIES" receivers h.s0 £ 8 £14 

1428 1883 envelope(opened out) to Bristol bearing 
1d» lilac cancelled with "LONDON/VR" ds *** 
and with seal of the Private Library £10 £14 

25th. February, 1970 

1409 1794 E.L. to Bolzano showing the circular 
unframed "MANCHESTER" and experimental "PAID" 
d.s. ** to *** £20 £12 

14th0 April, 1970 

410 1799 repaired E.L» to London showing horseshoe 
"PENRYN" and c.ds. with "PAID" outside *** £ 7 £ 3.50 

413 1703-86 E.L., piece and a copy of "The World" 
mostly showing circular framed Receivers Marks 
including "AB" , "AC,ä, "AE" ,"BE" (2), "BL'V'F" , "GC" , 
"G.TL" „ "IG" ," JB", "KT","PJ", "RM" t "RS", "RJ""JL" p 
"SD","SR"9"WF™»"WM", and one with unframed 
"Partington", many ** to *** £40 £85 

415 1791 E.L» to Llandovery showing the double 
ring "TOTTENHAM-Ct./ROAD/G.P./O",almost 

superb £12 £12 
416 1796-1837 E.L. a selection showing many 

different types of framed and unframed 
Reeeiving House h„s„ mostly ** (44) £11 £ 8.50 

18th„ November, 1970 
1580 1885 wrapper, complete with enclosed circular, 

from London to Kinross, bearing -gd perforated 
"N", cancelled with a very *** strike of the 
scarce Hoster "N.P.Bcancellation. £20 £27 

1581 1893 E.L. to Barcelona bearing 2\ with a 
superb " Hey-Dolphin" machine cancellation. £25 £32 

( Since drafting this abstract, the run of itema not secured has ended 
and the new addition will be the subject of a future article) 

-0-0=0-0-0-0-o-o~o-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-
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FIRST REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL FOR 1854 

An abatract relating to London... 

Improved Organisation. 

Many changes were made in the Organisation of the London Office, and in 
various branches of the Inland Service, in the course of the last year. 

The appointment of a Single Chief Secretary, in place of the double Secret-
ariat which has existed of late years, has been attended with the advantages 
which the Commissioners anticipated in their report. 

The classes and duties of the whole body of Officers and Clerks in the London 
Office have been revised for the purpoae of determining the numbers of each 
class ( reference being had to the nature and amount of the work to be per-
formed in it ), and of placing every individual, as nearly as is possible, 
in his right position, according to qualifications and efficiency, The new 
scale of salaries and other arrangements, for which I have received the 
sanction of your Lordships, have enabled me to do this without inflicting 
loss upon any one. 

I trust that the unusually favorable opportunity which this re-organisation 
has afforded me, of giving advancement to the most meritorious officers 
of the Department, and of marking the sense which is entertained of intell-
igent and zealous Service, will not be without its good effect. The habit 
of trusting to external influences, and of engaging the solicitation of 
private friends„ or members of parliament, for their promotion, has been 
very prevalent amongst the officers of this Department; but, although much 
may be said in favour of listening to the recommendations and using the 
judgement of trustworthy persons unconnected with the Office, in the 
selection of new candidates for trial and for appointment, if qualified, no 
one will contend that the disposition of promotion and reward to those 
already enlisted in the service can properly be influenced by any such con-
siderations. I believe that the course which has been taken in the recent 
important changes in the various branches of the Department will tend to 
impress this upon the minds of its members; and that they will be convinced 
that in carrying out still further the recommendation of the Commissioners, 
according to which every superior appointment is to be filled as far as 
possible by promotion from below, ( and in which, as I have already informed 
your Lordships I cordially concur,) regard will be had to no other Claims 
than those of meritorious conduet and proved good service....„« 

.„.„Every person connected with the London Office will henceforwared be 
allowed an annual holiday, varying in length from a fortnight to a month, 
without any deduction on that account from his salary.... 

....Arrangements are in progress for effecting a complete amalgamation of 
the two classes of London Letter Carriers - those attached to the General 
Post and those belonging to the London District - the former popularly known 
by their red and the latter by their blue uniform. The object of this, so 
far as regards the public, is to avoid the waste of time and trouble caused 
by two men going over the same ground to distribute different classes of 
letters which might be delivered together. The benefit to the Department 
will consist in the greater simplicity of its Organisation, and in the 
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removal of an inequality in the pay and prospects of the two bodies of ser-
vants, whose duties and position are nearly the same. 

—C—O—O—0—0—O—O—O—O—O—O—O—O—O—O—0—0—0—0—o— 

APPENDIX Po NOMENCLATTJRE OF STREETS &c..... 

Copy of Report from Mr0 ToB» Cook» Inspector of Letter Carriers, to 
Mr„ Rowland Hill. General Post Office 

27th.December,1854. 
Sir„ 

Having been informed by Kr. tfatson, that you desired I should make a State-
ment of whatever I might know detrimental to the proper delivery of letters, 
I respectfully beg to subm.it the following remarks. 

Not only the delvery, but the sorting is retarded by the irregularities 
connected with the building of houaes,&c. in various parts of London. 

Pirstp the numbers of alleys and courts having houses without numbers, or 
badly numbered, occupy the time of the Letter Carriers so long, that the 
delivery of important letters in the neighbourhood is frequently delayed, 

Secondly, the distinguishing of streets of the same name by Great, Little, 
Upper» Lower, Old, New, East, West, is very objectionable, omissions 
and mistakes being sometimes made by having such words prefiied. 

Thirdly, a great numbsr of streets of the same name and sometimes in the 
same parish or locality9 such as King Street-, Queen Street, John Street, 
William Street„ New Streetz &c„ If reference be made to a book of Streets, 
there will be found about 50 King Streets, nearly as many Queen Streets, 
60 William Streets„ and upwards of 40 New Streets, with various other places 
in similar proportions. The latter name is likely to mislead strangers, 
who may suppose such streets to be of recent construction« In courae of 
time, like all other things, these streets becorne old, but still retain 
the name of new, when their appearanee indicates them to be quite the 
reverse, and should therefore never by given to any places. 

Fourthly, the irregularity in the numbering of houses is one of the greatest 
hindrances to the delivery of letters, and should be remedied as soon as 
possible, not only for official purpose®, but also for the benefit of the 
public, who frequently suffer great inconvenience by the delay or non-
delivery of letters9 which would have otherwise reached the persona for 
whom they were intended. 

The irregulär numbers may generally be traced to the following causes. In 
the construction of new streets, the building of houses may commence at 
both ends, and on each side at the same time. The four corner houses are 
sometimes called number one„ The other parts of the street may afterwards 
be built by different persona, who now can give to their houses whatever 
names they may think proper. One may prefer Albert Terrae©, another Well-
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ington Place, and a third wishing to preserve the family name, will call his 
houses Smith's, Taylor's, or Bacon's Cottages, as the ca.se may be. Each set 
of hou3es having number one, will cause seven houses in the same street to 
be of the same number. Irregulär numbers are also sometimes occasioned by 
the carelessness or ignorance of the persons who inhabit the houses, an 
instance of which came under my notice while going round with a letter 
carrier to survey one of the districts in the eastern part of London. On 
arriving at a house in the middle of a street, I observed a brass number 95 
on the door, the houses on each side being numbered respectively 14 and 16, 
A woman came to the door, when I requested to be informed why 95 should 
appear between 14 and 16; she said it was the number of a house she formerly 
lived at in another street, and it ( meaning the brass plate ) being a very 
good one she thought it would do for her present residence as vell as any 
other. 

If the removal of such anomalies could be effected, there can be no doubt 
that the service, and the public generally, would be materially benefitted. 

I am, &c, 
(Signed) 

T.B. Cook. 

-o~o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-

MEMBERSHIP LISTS „„.... 
Subject to the results of the inaugural meeting, the nezt " Notebook " will 
list the names and addresses of members with a note of their particular 
field of study. 

WANTS LISTS...... 

The " Notebook " will print, without Charge and subject to available Space, 
members 'wants®. All that is required is a note of these and the missing 
and thus far unobtainable item could appear. 

As a further service, any material for disposal may be featuEed ( as on 
another page in this issue )„ Again there will be no Charge. 

-0-0-0-O-O-O-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-o-o-o-o-o-o-
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